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“The: strength of the new movement in India lies
in its supreme idealism. ... ... Those who look upon it as
a mere industrial movement:lay naturally the greatest
stress upon the organisation of capital, or co-operative
labour or the opening of new industries and the revival,
under modern conditions and to suit modern needs,— of
the old and decadent industries of the people. They assure
the success of the movement by the quantity of increased

production or the number of new and successful
enterprises. With them the question is how many mills,
how many banks, how many stores, how many co-
operatives, grain-golas have been opened, and how are
these working ?... The economic aspect of the new Indian
resurgence is undoubtedly a very important aspect. ... ...
But while fully recognising the value of the new economic
movements in the country as a means towards the
realisation of our highest destiny as a nation, we refuse
to assign to these the highest place in our programme. ... ...
It would prac'ticall'y amount to an open abdication of our
legitimate and God-appointed place in the life of the
universal humanity. ... ... To set up the measure of the
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actual industrial or commercial activities in the country as
a whole, or in any of its provinces as a test of the strength
and vitality of the national movement, seems to us to be
essentially wrong. We refuse to accept the validity of this
test. It seeks to measure what 1s essentially a spiritual
movement by the mean standards of material
computation.”

(Bande Mataram, Weekly Ed., June 14, 1908)
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~ The first passion to imitate English ideas and cuil-
ture has passed; but another more. dangerous -has re-
cently taken its place, the passion to imitate Continental
European culture at large and in particular the crude and
vehement turn of revolutionary Russia. On the other hand,
one seés a growing revival of ancient Hindu religion and
the immense 's"weep of a spiritual awakening and its sig-
nificant movements. And out of this ambiguous situation
there can be only one out of two issues. Either India will
be rationalised and industrialised out of all recognition and
she will be no longer India or else she will be the leader
in a new world-phase, aid by her example and: cultural
infiltration the'new tendencies of the West and spiritualise
the human -race. That is the one radical and poignant
question‘at issue. Will the spiritual motive which India
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represents prevail on Europe and create there new forms
congenial to the West, or will European rationalism and

commercialism put an end for ever to the Indian type of
culture ?

(SABCL, Vol. 14, The Foundation of Indian Culture, p.11)
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“...we have been for a long time so imitating the
West, trying to become like it or partly like it and have
fortunately failed, for that would have meant creating a
bastard or twy-natured culture; but twy-natured, as
Tennyson makes his Lucretious say, is no-natured and

bastard culture 1s no sound, truth-living culture. An entire

return upon ourselves 1s our only way of salvation.”
- (ibid, p. 386)
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- “That attempt in the last century which still in some
direction continues,— to imitate European civilization and
to make ourselves a sort of brown Englishmen, to throw
our ancient culture into the dust-bin and put on the livery
or the uniform of the West was a mistaken and illegiti-
mate eéndeavour, I heartily agree. At the same time a
certain amount of imitation, a great amount even, was,
one might almost say, a biological necessity, at any rate
a psychological necessity of the situation.”

L (ibid, pp. 386-87)
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True siprituality is not to renounce life, but.to make

life perfect with a Divine Perfection.
This 1s what India must show to the world now.

(M.C.W. Vol. 13, p. 365) — The Mother
26.-1. 1963
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“If we take over for instance that terrible, mon-
strous and compelling thing, that giant Asuric creation,
European industrialism — unfortunately we are being forced
by circumstances to do it,— whether we take it in its form
or principle, we may under more favourable conditions
develop by 1t our wealth and economic resources, but
assuredly we shall get too its social discords and moral
plagues and cruel problems, and I do not see how we
shall avoid becoming the slaves of the economic aim in
life and losing the spiritual principle of our culture.”
(S.AA.B.CL., Vol. 14, The Foundations of Indian Culture, p. 388)
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“If I accept any of these ideas it 1s not because
they are modemn or European, which is in itself no rec-
ommendation, but because they are human, because they
present fruitful viewpoints to the spirit, because they are
things of the greatest importance in the future develop-
ment of the life-of man.” | (ibid, p. 389)
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“What I mean by acceptance of the effective idea
of democracy,— the thing itself, never fully worked out,
was present as an element in ancient India as in ancient
European polity and society,— is that I find its inclusion in
our future way of living, in some shape, to be a necessity
of our growth. What I mean by assimilation, 1s that we
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must not take 1t crudely in the European forms, but must
go back to whatever corresponds to it, illumines its sense,
justifies its highest purport in our own spiritual conception
of life and existence, and in that light work out its extent,
degree, form, relation to other ideas, application.”
_ (ibid, p. 389)
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